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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 


Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 


RECEIVED 

AUG 0 2 2002 

Technology Center 2100 


s 


Prior to commencing substantive examination of the above-identified application on the 
merits, please enter the following Preliminary Amendment. 


In the Specification 

At page 1, lines 1-13, please replace the paragraph as follows (revisions are shown on 
the pages attached hereto): 


This is a continuation-in-part of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/905,161 
(8X8S.261PA), entitled "Data Security Apparatus and Method Therefor," filed on July 12, 2001, 
to which priority is claimed for common subject matter under 35 U.S.C. § 120. This application 
is also related to U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/966,713 (Attorney Docket No. 
8X8S.265PA), entitled "Distributed Local Telephone Gateway," filed on September 28, 2001. 
Additionally, this application is related to U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 60/345,258 
(CENT.300P1), entitled "Virtual Telephone Extension," filed on January 2, 2002, and to 
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